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BCLS LOSES ACCREDITATION 
By Ted Estoppel 
Citing a weak student body and a failure to conform 
to the guidelines of the American Bar Association (ABA), 
the team of accreditors from the ABA who visited BCLS 
two weeks ago will recommend that the law school not be 
approved for reaccreditation. 
"Y'all are just too flabby," explained A.Q. Brisbaine, 
the former dean of St. Joseph's Law School for Children 
and the head of the reaccreditation team. "It was waste 
that defeated Hannibal at the Battle of Zama," he added 
to no one in particular. 
DiLuna Delirium 
Specifically, the reaccreditation team found a distinct 
lack of tension between law students and the administra-
tion. Too many students damaged their credibility when 
they prefaced their remarks at the open meeting with the 
accreditors by saying, "I think the administration here is 
doing a great job, especially Dean DiLuna." 
The reaccreditation team made a list of deficiencies 
that BCLS must rectify if we are ever to grace the pages 
of U.S. News & World Report again. Our infirmities in-
clude: 
• too many carrels in the library which inhibit social-
izing; 
• insufficient taco fixin's in the cafeteria; 
• a talking street sign just can't be real [one accreditor 
reviewed L.A. Story instead of B. C. Law]; and 
• The A/ledger. 
Most important to the reaccreditors, however, was 
not the physical plant, but the physical people. "There are 
too many girlie-people here," said Hanz Franzenj ammer, 
Professor Bob Smith, responsible for the law 
school's self study, must sit in a corner for the 
remainder of the year. 
a reference librarian at the University of Nautilus and 
another member of the reaccreditation team. "All you 
law-review-wanna-he's need to get off you flabby but-
tocks and get into shape. Summer is right around the 
comer, and all the students from other law schools will 
pulverize your puny little bodies with Louisville sluggers 
in all the softball games your law firms will play. Hah!" 
A dejected Dean Coquillette and a bewildered Dean 
Brodin are making plans to help BCLS return to the fold 
of approved law schools. Starting next week, all students 
will be required to attend class in the Quonset Hut, where 
instructors from Holiday Spas will lead aerobic workouts 
and special strength exercises with all the xeroxed mate-
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Moot court participants must now ''bench" at least 100 
pounds or be disqualified from the competition. 
r; 
'II,)._! ' 
Students contemplate an alternative approach to 
"the bar." 
Dean Coquillette (far right) instructs 2LJulia Thompson and Prof. Bob Bloom 
to ask certain students to leave the law school immediately. 
Professors and students must now "pump it up" in other ways, the ABA has 
declared. 
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. BSA Quarantined; Grimes Finals Cancelled 
By Sam & Ella 
The Newton Board of Health has ordered that the 
remainder of the events scheduled by the Board of 
Student Advisors (BSA) be cancelled because of a 
mysterious outbreak of botulism on the fourth floor. 
Tomorrow's Grimes Moot Court final is the pro-
gram most seriously affected by the order. Because 
the BSA office has been quarantined with all of the 
BSA members locked inside, no one can get to the 
records and bench briefs that must be distributed to 
the judges for the oral arguments. Upon learning of 
the cancellation of the final, Grimes chairpersons 
Deborah Bigham and Jennifer Eber spontaneously 
combusted. 
Officials at the Board of Health have not been able 
to identify the source of the illness, but some sources 
have pointed to the people at the deli counter at Star 
Market in Newtonville. The BSA appears daily at the 
deli counter, picking up the Bountiful Beautiful 
Bodacious Party Platter that provides enough deli for 
three people and enough potato salad for the popula-
tion of Luxembourg. Unconfirmed reports claim that 
the deli people are tired of the surly manner of select 
BSA members (Steve "Client Counseling Stud Muf-
fin" Falanga often spits tobacco juice before bellow-
ing, "Hand over the Beautiful and Bodacious One 
before I start trouble") and have laced the potato salad 
with a botulism-causing drug that activates upon the 
utterance of the phrases "ten-inch skirt" and "bushy 
tail." 
Bountiful, Beautiful, Bodacious ... and deadly. 
Illegal Search & Seizure? 
The repercussions of the Grimes cancellation are 
endless. Former chief justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court Edward Hennessey is worried that the cancel-
lation will keep him from breaking Lou Gehrig's 
consecutive-panel attendance streak at the Grimes 
finals. BSA chairperson Mary Ann "It's a MAD, 
MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD, MAD 
Board" Dunham fears that the TV in the BSA office 
will break down during a crucial moment of Days of 
Our Lives. Mock Trial chairperson Mike Klein is 
afraid that the supply of potato salad will run out. "I 
believe in the BSA," Klein said, "but I joined for the 
food." 
Mysteriously missing from the BSA office is BSA 
. faculty advisor Mary "Queen of Mocks" Squiers. All 
that is left on her desk is an NCAA basketball grid, an 
empty Bay banks envelope, and a note that says, "The 
Lyd Kid, the Holly Pup, and I are blowin' this 
popsicle stand." 
Anonymous researchers show not only that a person can hide under a 10-inch-high couch (notice 
ruler in center), but also that he can search and seiz.e under a skirt without notice. 
Landers Lands Oscar for BC Woman 
Professor Renee Landers won the Academy Award last Monday for her 
starring role in BC Woman, the story ofa friendly law student who drives her 
professor to class one day and winds up teaching it herself. The movie follows 
the heartwarming way the professor teaches Renee how to cite correctly and 
she shows him how to accessorize. 
Narrowly missing out in the Best Supporting Statute category, Prof. Ingrid 
Billinger remains proud of her nomination for her role in Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Code. Paul Newman and Robert Redford play two train robbers 
in the waning days of the Wild West who tum from their life of crime to 
establish a commercial law practice in Bolivia. Dee Dee Smith co-stars as the 
' "colorful" associate with "good Northern sense." 
Freedolll of Women's Recycling 
Content Basketball Is No 
Shoots and Waste 
Scores 
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Jack Curtin To Speak at Gradu3.tion 
By Matt McGinnis 
The school year is nearing its final weeks, and for the 
Class of 1991 this will be the last time (hopefully) its 
members will face the prospect of final exams. Yes, 
graduation is just around the comer, and here's what's 
happening in celebration of the culmination of the three-
year experience at BCLS. 
Commencement ceremonies will take place on Sun-
day, May 26 at 2:00 p.m. at the law school. The Com-
mencement Speaker will be Jack Curtin, the president of 
the American Bar Association, a 1957 graduate of BCLS 
and the most recent inductee to the law school'sHall(way) 
of Fame. There will be a champagne reception following 
the ceremony. There is no limit to the number of guests 
that graduates may invite to Commencement. (Of course 
you need not tell your family of this if you don't want to.) 
Law's A Ball 
Prior to Commencement, there are many other ac-
tivities planned. On Friday, May 24, the Graduation Gala 
Ball will be held from 8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at the Ritz-
Carlton in Boston. The Gala Ball will feature the 15-piece 
swing band BC BoP and a disc jockey. A generous 
selection of hors d'oeuvres and buffet appetizers wiil be 
served as well (light pre-Gala dining is suggested). Tickets 
for $25.00 will be on sale-at the Law School Book Store 
beginning April 8. 
On the morning of May 26, the Commencement Mass 
will be held in the chapel on the Law School Campus. A 
brunch reception is scheduled to follow in the snack bar. 
The Mass is traditionally both for and by the Class of 
1991, and Fr. Jim Malley asks any 3L interested in 
assisting with preparations to get in touch with him soon. 
In addition, 15 third-year students will be selected to 
receive special awards for their academic achievement, 
contributions to the law school, and community in-
volvement just to list some of the different awards' 
selection criteria. Students are encourag~d to submit 
nominations to the Awards Committee, and nomination 
forms are available in the Counselor. On the Saturday 
afternoon before Commencement, May 25, there will be 
a family reception at 4:00 in Barat House, at which time 
most of the Commencement Awards will be given out. 
Rich Knows Parties 
In the week preceding Commencement, the LSA is 
planning a 3L barbecue cookout and possibly a "3L night 
on the town." Any 3L's with ad~itional suggestions or 
volunteers of large houses on the Cape should contact 3L 
representative Rich Cordes. 
ABA President Jack Curtin '57 at the BCLS re-
ception in his honor last month. 
Panels Explore Japan's Troops and Affirinative Action 
By Matt McGinnis 
Recently, the Boston College Law School commu-
nity had the opportunity to attend panel discussions on 
both current national and international topics. On 
Wednesday, March 13, the law school was privileged to 
host a distinguished panel of East Asian legal and mili-
tary experts. An attentive audience filled room 408 to 
hear the five experts discuss the implications of offensive 
combat troops in Japan and in a greater context, what 
kind of world leadership role Japan should take in the 
1990's. The discussion was moderated by Professor 
Upham, BCLS's resident expert in East Asian legal 
studies. 
Under the Japanese constitution, which was in large 
part formulated by U.S. diplomats after World War II, 
Japanese troops may only be defensive in nature. Most 
Americans are not aware that Japan has the third largest 
defense budget in the world. Recently, the Gulf War has 
unearthed some new questions of Japan's military and 
political role. 
The first panelist to speak was Professor Setsuko 
Tsuneoka, a Japanese constitutional law expert from 
Ferris University in Japan. Tsuneoka, who has been a 
visiting scholar this past year at BCLS, gave an overview 
of the issue from a Japanese perspective and suggested 
that even the current status of Japanese troops as a 
defensive force violates the Japanese constitution. 
The next speaker was recognized authority Professor 
James Auer, Director of the Center for U.S.-Japan Stud-
ies, who discussed the surprising capabilities of the 
Japanese forces and the possible contributions they could 
· have made to the Allied war effort in the Gulf without 
arguably violating their constitution. 
Professor Xu Shi Ying, also a visiting professor at 
BCLS from the East China Institute of Politics and Law 
in Shanghai, addressed the Chinese concern over right 
wing efforts in Japan to ignore that nation's central role 
in World War II and the dangers such an attitude might 
present should the Japanese army gain offensive capa-
bilities. 
Retired Admiral Jerry Breast presented a U.S. mili-
tary viewpoint of Japan's strategic importance and sug-
gested that Japan's monetary support of _the Gulf War 
was far more effective than actual military involvement 
would have been. Dean Cheng, an East Asian scholar and 
doctoral candidate at M.I.T, discussed the concerns of 
other Asian nations over the possibility of increased 
Japanese military strength and the prominent role the 
U.S. plays as the "senior partner" in the U.S.-Japan 
relationship 
The event was sponsored by AP ALSA with special 
organizational effort from 2L Hal Fiske. Prof. Upham 
credited Fiske for his extensive work in assembling the 
panel. As for Fiske, he was exuberant the effort paid off, 
stating, "This was more successful than I'd ever expected 
it to be-it was definitely worth it." 
Affirmative Action Debate 
The following day, March 14, over 100 members of 
the BCLS community gathered to watch a debate and 
express their own views on the relative merits of affirma-
tive action as it specifically applies to education. Recent 
Supreme Court decisions and the public stand taken by 
Harvard Law Professor Derrick Bell against the lack of 
minority faculty members at Harvard have made affirma-
tive action a timely topic of importance and magnitude in 
legal and non-legal circles. 
Dean David Hall, Associate Dean at Northeastern 
Law School, argued for the continued need for affirma-
tive action programs. Dean Hall cited the continued 
existence of system-wide discrimination as support for 
the need to maintain the current group-based approach to 
addressing the barriers of racism faced by minorities. 
Dean Hall asserted that only through affirmative action 
programs can such barriers be eliminated. 
Clint Bolick of the Landmark Center for Civil Rights 
in Washington, D.C., while often concurring with much 
of what Dean Hall said, did not agree with Hall's fun-
damental support of the use of racial criteria as a basis for 
decisionmaking. Mr. Bolick suggested that candidates 
should be evaluated based solely on their individual 
attributes and abilities, arguing that the equal opportunities 
for minorities can best be achieved via individual em-
powerment, not the current affirmative action programs. 
Professor Yen acted as moderator and later directed 
questions from the audience. The affirmative action 
debate was sponsored by the National Lawyers Guild, the 
Federalist Society, BLS~ and APALSA. The sponsors 
hope that the debate's success will encourage support for 
similar events in the future. 
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- LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Ms. Perez-Trevino should be commended for her 
courage in speaking out against an otherwise popular 
Allied victory over Saddam Hussein. Regrettably, her 
protest fails in all respects. It is poorly researched, poor! y 
reasoned, and poorly written. It has racist overtones. It is 
a disaster. 
Lest I be misunderstood, let me make clear: Ms. 
Perez-Trevino has the right, (in the United States but 
certainly not in Iraq), to espouse any cause, at any time, 
for any reason. But let's be honest. This is not argument. 
It is diatribe, and horribly written diatribe at that. That 
such drivel should appear at Boston College Law School 
is truly frightening. The dogmatic certitude of Ms. Perez-
Trevino only succeeds in convincing me that the war 
against "aimless, unclear ramblings" must go on. 
Where to begin, Ms. Perez-Trevino. Your facts? No 
need to let them get in the way. And you don't. Your 
willingness to cite specific figures favorable to your 
argument (4,000 babies, 24,000 civilians and 80,000 
troops, etc. ad nauseam) without any real support (or 
balance) mystifies me. Are we supposed to accept these 
figures as accurate? I don't. If you have legitimate 
sources for the figures you cite, please cite them. If not, 
leave them where you found them. A little less focus on 
"nuptial plumage" and a little more attention to sub-
stantiated facts would be welcome. 
Putting statistics aside, you letter does contain a 
virtual feast of hitherto unknown historical "facts" for us 
"buffs": The State oflsrael was intended to destablize the 
Middle East's security arena? President Bush never gave 
Saddam (pronounced Sodom the way George Bush taught 
me) the chance to withdraw? The (purported) sins of 
Papa Schwarzkopf must be revisited upon the son? And 
Iraq (but not Kuwait) is an "over-exploited" nation? 
Terrific. 
I admit that as a taxpayer I was alarmed to learn that 
this country will "not spend one dime on providing the 
basic human necessities to millions of its people". I was 
under the impression that George Bush's 1992 Budget 
Proposal includes, in part $525,000,000,000 for health 
and human services, $19,700,000,000 for food stamps, 
$29,600,000,000 for education, $25,600,000,000 for 
housing and $33,600,000,000 for transportation. (Source: 
N.Y. Times 2/5/91). But since your assertion that there 
are 32 million unemployed Americans is off by about 24 
million (there were 8.2 million out of work in February, 
1991 (source: L.A. Times 3/10/91)), I'm not losing any 
sleep. 
How about your reasoning? In your haste to condemn 
(in no particular order) George Bush, the Schwarzkopf 
family, holidays, Czars, predator nations, Ambassadors 
named April, so-called allied forces, Jews, pseudo-
journalists, and capitalists (you forgot Ollie North, Presi-
dent Reagan, Bob Bork, Monty Python and the Framers 
of the Constitution), you appear to have overlooked (in 
no particular order), the babies and children, women and 
men of Kuwait, international law, post-1958 U.N. reso-
lutions, the plight of the Kurds, Syria, Egypt, Saudia 
EDITORIAL 
Arabia, the U.N. Security Council, reality, the babies and 
· children, women and men of Iraq, the other honorable 
members of the Gulf Alliance, law of any other kind, 
environmental terrorism, and the truth. 
Your attempt to deflect from the weakness of your 
argument by dragging Israel into the fray doesn't rise to 
the level of clever. Saddam tried the same ruse. He failed. 
So do you. While there are many legitimate complaints to 
be made about the Israeli occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, your anti-semitic ramblings do nothing to 
further the debate. 
Funny, but my father (who to the best of my knowl-
edge did not work for the Shah) and mothertaughtme that 
there were two (or more) sides to every story. _That 
includes Operation Desert Storm, George Bush's holidays, . 
the Arab/Israeli conflict, and everything else. You only 
seem to recognize one side, Ms. Perez-Trevino. Whether 
this is for purposes of convenience, economy, ignorance 
or anger I do not know or particularly care. But I do care 
if such garbage is allowed to go unanswered. 
I am proud that the United States stands ready to 
defend your right to protest in the rarified airs of Newton. 
And I confess I take additional comfort in the knowledge 
that in a land of open and free debate, your aimless, and 
unclear ramblings will always be recognized for their 
true worth. 
Joseph E. Mullaney III 
Drawing the Line Between Editing and Censorship 
By Mike Klein 
"Another name for censorship is editing," George 
Will said on This Week with David Brinkley on February 
10. Mr. Will, along with Cokie Roberts and Mr. Brinkley, 
were discussing Peter Arnett and his controversial news 
reports from Baghdad. Ms. Roberts pointed out that 
"reporters censor themselves all the time" when tliey 
·keep certain information they've learned out of a story. 
Mr. Brinkley replied, "That's not really censorship. If 
you can't confirm what you want to report is true, you 
don't report it." I was hoping the discussion would touch 
on the duty of an editor to check and revise a reporter's 
work, but unfortunately, it did not. 
Mr/ Brinkley's program aired only a few days after 
my attemrt to edit an article against the Persian Gulf War 
resulted in two accusations of censorship, two conferences 
with the dean's office, and two phone calls with the 
ACLU. After a revised version of the article ("A Voice 
Against the War") appeared in the last issue of The 
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Al/edger, a student accused me of abandoning my edito-
rial duties. Specifically, she asked, "Will you print ANY-
THING in The A/ledger?" I had considered the treatment 
of the article a private matter between the author and me, 
but now I think it's important to explain the editorial 
policies of The A/ledger and to show that I treat sub-
missions neither with an indiscriminate razor nor with 
invisible ink. 
First, The A/ledger has limited space. The Al/edger is 
generally an eight-page publication, mostly because of a 
tight budget. Each issue costs $1000, and any increase in 
pages must be in multiples of four at a cost of $500. 
Within the eight pages, I have tried to strike a balance 
between news, commentary. and humor. I have also 
attempted to provide a forum for diverse points of view. 
As a result, I have had to reduce some articles to make 
way for other stories and for the advertisements that pay 
for a majority of the publication costs. 
To create more space on a page, I do not randomly 
hack out paragraphs from an article. My executive edi-
tors and I have spent up to six hours at a time proofreading 
articles, laying them out, and deciding where to place 
them within the newspaper. When we have to edit out 
part of a story, we make sure that the excised portion is 
not vital to the message of the author or to the point of the 
story. . 
Not only have I exercised the discretion to make an 
article fit within the confines of an issue, I have also tried 
to hold articles to a certain standard of quality. If a 
commentary piece has had grammatical errors, if a news 
story has had inaccuracies, or if a humor submission 
hasn't been funny, I've tried to revise and improve them. 
That's simply what editors do. I have rarely rejected a 
story. I have chosen instead to spend the time improving 
the submissions I receive, albeit at my own discretion and 
usually without consultation with the writer. 
Some writers might object to their work being edited 
without their input. Those writers do not understand the 
peculiar nature of The A/ledger. For better or worse, over 
the past three years, The A/ledger has been no more than 
a three-person operation. In order to fill each issue, the 
editors have set deadlines as late as possible to encourage. 
as many submissions as possible. The later the deadline, 
the tighter the production schedule. Within five days, 
stories are proofread, typeset by our printer, proofread 
again, laid out, proofread a third time, and finally printed. 
There simply isn't time to ask every author their opinion 
about the final form of their articles. We are all students 
with severe time constraints and multiple outside com-
mitments. The final form of The A/ledger is the ultimate 
responsibility of its editor-in-chief, who must be trusted 
to treat submissions to the newspaper fairly but critically. 
I voluntarily abandoned that responsibility for "A 
Voice Against the War." Originally, the anti-war article 
was to be four typed pages and was to run as a "counter-
point" to an article of equal length in favor of the war. The 
article I received against the war was five pages, and I 
tried to edit the story to fit its allotted space. Removing ah 
entire page isn't easy, and I tried to take out sections that 
would not alter the message of the article. 
It is impossible to edit out a paragraph without editing 
out an idea. It is impossible to edit out a sentence, even a 
single word, without somehow interfering with an author's 
thoughts. The passages I removed from the article, while 
no doubt substantive, were not essential to its theme, or 
so I thought. Nor do I believe my alterations reduced the 
article to "aimless, unclear ramblings." The author dis-
agrees. 
After seeing the editing changes I made, the author 
demanded that I remove her article from the newspaper 
and that I print it in full in the next issue. Before I was sure 
I could pull the article (I had proofed the galleys and had 
them sent to the printer), the dean informed me of my 
potential liability for printing something under an author's 
name that the author would claim were no longer her 
ideas. I was advised to pull the article or not distribute the 
newspaper. 
I was able to pull the article, but before anyone knew 
this, I received a phone message from an attorney at the 
ACLU calling on behalf of the author. After she learned 
that the article would not appear as I had edited it and that 
I had already agreed not to edit the author's next sub-
mission, the attorney at the ACLU said she was pleased. 
I am not. 
I am not pleased because I gave up rights and duties 
that I believe rest in the editor-in-chief. But because these 
rights and duties were not spelled out, I had little to 
support me when I was told, "You can't do that to an 
article and you can't touch the next version." As a 
guideline for future editors of The A/ledger and for the 
understanding of would-be contributors, I have incor-
porated the following paragraphs into the editorial box of 
The A/ledger: 
The Alledger is produced by the students of Boston 
College Law School. Views presented herein represent 
those of the author and do not necessarily express the 
opinion ofThe Alledger staff, Boston College, or Boston 
College Law School. 
Submissions must include the name and telephone 
number of the author. The Alledger reserves the right to 
edit, adapt, revise and check all submissions to have them 
conform with the standards and style of The Alledger. 
I hope this editorial will help to squelch the rumors 
that the ACLU was leading me out of Stuart Hall in 
handcuffs. I also hope I have clarified the role of the 
editor-in-chief and the treatment of submissions to The 
A/ledger. I am not a censor, and I think Mr. Will, Ms. 
Roberts, and Mr. Brinkley would agree. 
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BCLS Students 
Helping To Tutor 
High Schoolers 
COMMENTARY 
By Julie Lavin 
Each week about 25 BCLS students leave their 
casebooks behind them in Newton to pick up Algebra, 
Social Studies, and Spelling textbooks in Roxbury. 
Who, you may ask, would want to go back to the tiny 
desks and chalky classrooms of grade school and high 
school? For the dedicated group of BCLS tutors, it is a 
welcomed break from Stuart Hall. 
Why White Men Should Not 
Wear Black Face 
The tutoring program, started last year by 3L Sue 
Finegan, got into full gear in the fall and has grown 
throughout the academic year. The program is the result 
of a partnership with the Inner City Catholic Youth 
Group, an organization of about 140 junior high and high 
school students which, along with tutoring, sponsors 
social activities and sports, summer camp and leadership 
programs, and family supports. Last year, some law 
students helped out in the youth drop-in center. 
Throughout this year, they put their talents to work in 
afterschool tutoring for about 40 kids. In addition, 2L 
Lisa Ciolino and 2L Tommy Alejandro offer an S.A.T. 
preparation seminar for the high schoolers. 
Besides the obvious personal rewards of tutoring, 
the program is a fun way to spend an afternoon. One-L 
Tricia Sheehan said, "It's been great to get to know 
Frantz, my 'tutee.' I've been working with him all year 
and we've become good friends! Actually, I've learned 
a lot from him, too." Many of the other tutors feel the 
same way. 
Youth group coordinator Bill Sicord summed up the 
kids ' perspective: "This is the highlight of the week for 
many of these kids. Many of them look up to the tutors 
for help beyond the books. They all tell their friends 
about the program and bring them along to meet the 
tutors, too! " Rumor has it that Danny and Anastasio 
Lopez think their tutor, IL James McGrath, is "the 
coolest." 
The program is bound to remain as a BCLS tradition. 
If you would like to get involved for next year, drop a 
note to 2L Julie Lavin. 
. ·~ DATE/TIME 
By Celestine N. Brunson 
The thought that a white male would wear black face 
in 1991 never crossed my mind before I entered the 
Dean' s Ball held in February at Boston College Law 
School. I believed the level of racial awareness amongst 
students in graduate school would be higher than that of 
the average person on the street. For some reason I 
believed that education about the struggles of Civil 
Rights advocates and the years of oppression the African-
American has suffered in this country would alleviate or 
possibly eliminate the ignorance of racism. After years of 
seeing the rebroadcasts of the Civil Rights marches and 
documentaries like Eyes On The Prize, I thought that any 
educated white male in his late twenties would realize 
that wearing black face is, was and always will be a racist 
action. 
When I asked people how they felt about this racist 
action, almost all said they didn't believe the actors 
intended their action to be racist. What surprised me even 
more was that most of these individuals were African 
American. I now realize that the level of race con-
sciousness I believed we had achieved many years ago is 
still Martin Luther King's dream and not a reality. When 
questioned, still others said that the actors were pretending 
to be the savages on Gilligan 's Island. I questioned fur-
ther and found that people believed that all savages were 
black, and therefore, the two white males had to put on 
black face in order to truly portray the savages on 
Gilligan's Island. The fact that people actually believed 
that only black people were savage. shocked me. In 
Reagan's "color blind society," educated law students 
still believe that only black people can be savage. This 
isn't the early 1800's, nor is this the early 1900's; we are 
approaching the year 2000 and people still hold these 
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COMMENTARY · 
Freedom of Content 
By Mark Robins 
In the February 8 issue of The A/ledger I committed 
heresy. In response to the frenzied atmosphere of the 
January 15 "teach-in," I wrote that the Gulf War was just. 
Professor Lichtenstein and Father Nicholson responded 
with a letter in the March 15 A/ledger, pronouncing my 
article "rather astounding" for not covering the legality 
of the war. I find the suggestion from professors that a law 
school student newspaper's articles must contain any 
particular content--even some minimal legal content-
to be ''rather astounding." I find their assertion that I seem 
"to take for granted that actions [I] deem[] necessary for 
pragmatic and human rights reasons will be legal actions" 
to be downright silly, given the enormity of publicity 
surrounding the congressional and United Nations au-
thorizations of force. 
There were several factors that determined the con-
tent of my article. TheAlledger provides me with limited . 
page resources. I favor following the rule of law in going 
to war and, indeed, expressed my conviction in the March 
15 Al/edger that one of the greatest lessons of the war was 
that we can successfully fight a legal war. At the time of 
my prior article, however, the legal procedures followed 
by the president were widely known on campus. I was 
more concerned with the atmosphere at the "teach-in"-
an atmosphere giving one the impression that the sky was 
about to fall. My scope was also limited in that I was to 
write half of a Point/Counterpoint on the policy aspects 
of the war ( for reasons beyond my control, the other side 
of the issue did not appear until March 15). 
One.factor that I hope never influences the content of 
student articles is some professorial notion that these 
articles must contain some minimum legal content. First, 
if the policy aspects of issues have no relevance on the 
law campus, we are in big trouble. Second, if the legal 
aspects are well-known and uncontroversial, why must I 
waste what little space I have building up and knocking 
down straw people? Those of us who lived in caves for 
the past seven months would undoubtedly have been 
heartened to learn that President Bush did indeed go to 
Congress and the United Nations for approval. The rest 
would have wondered why I chose to waste words on a 
non-issue. 
More important, any effort to bring meaningful debate 
to the campus through a newspaper with rather limited 
resources demands the freedom to allow for coverage of 
whatever issues and whatever aspects of those issues we 
choose and are able to cover. In the first semester of this 
year, for instance, I printed nine articles over five issues 
of The A/ledger. I. tried to focus on the law as much as 
possible. Indeed, seven of those nine articles had some 
legal nexus. With a requirement of a legal nexus, the two 
purely political articles I wrote-one on the Silber and 
Duke campaigns and half of a Point/Counterpoint on 
term-limitations and campaign finances- would never 
have seen print. I would not have substituted legal articles. 
At seven legal editorials in one semester, I had simply 
reached the limit of my ability to find four to six pages 
worth of anything to say about hot legal topics that I 
thought was sufficiently interesting. While it may have 
been interesting to explore the law of campaign finances 
and the constitutionality of term-limitations in that Point/ 
Counterpoint, I have learned: (1) it is extraordinarily 
difficult to get anyone to write opposite to me; and (2) this 
task becomes near impossible when the articles must 
analyze the law (we had an abysmal showing of three 
Point/Counterpoints this year-if I include the one at 
issue here). In place of these features, it is likely that you 
would have received more of TheAlledger' s humor. I have 
considered it my mission at The Al/edger to try to culti-
vate a more serious content. 
Beyond this general point, I question the line-drawing 
in this particular instance. Professor Lichtenstein attended 
the "teach-in." She should know that the overwhelming 
bulk of the rhetoric from both students and professors 
concerned the policy aspects of the war and not the law. 
Dean Brodin made a quick speech to the effect that we 
should not fool ourselves about any new world order-
this war was the United States' war; the United States 
used its power and resources to bully the world and the 
United Nations into the war. In my article, I conceded the 
central role of the United States, expressing that, while it 
might be nice if the United Nations could respond of its 
own to such crises, only the United States is capable of 
tal5ing the lead now. Because I did not write about the 
United Nations resolutions, Professor Lichtenstein and 
Father Nicholson found this remark irrelevant. Beyond 
my substantive "what-do-you-have-to-do-to-please-
these-people" gripe, how are we drawing the line here? 
Can only professors use the school's forums to discuss 
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purely policy aspects of issues? Should the students' 
newspaper not be able to respond to such a forum? 
One reason for this bizarre line-drawing may become 
apparent in light of another sort ofline that emerges given 
the timing of the professors' criticism. Over the past two 
years, I have written several purely political articles that 
were quite liberal in tone. Never have I received any 
suggestion that these articles were inappropriate in a law 
school newspaper because of their lack of legal content. 
Can the professors argue that they would have written to 
The Alledger with their complaint and lecture if I had 
written on why I thought the war was completely immoral? 
It seems far more likely that substantive disagreement 
was the causal factor. Lawyers are very good at throwing 
up procedure when they have lost the substantive argu-
ment. Professor Lichtenstein and Father Nicholson do 
not mind that they have not even a winning procedural 
argument. By resorting to the law they can lecture to me 
on how "even first year students know" the difference 
between what one thinks is right and what is legal. 
Such a patronizing letter from professors setting a 
criterion that articles in a student newspaper should 
follow is chilling to the newspaper's ability to contribute 
to the quality of debate on campus. If we must resort to 
such argument by devaluation, "even first year" profes-
sors should have greater respect for the freedom of 
students' speech. The professors stifling suggestion should 
echo disconcertingly in these halls. If the professors have 
a quarrel with the substance of my article, they should 
express it. Their appeal to the higher authority of their 
profession to enable them to engage in ad hominem 
attacks upon me while dictating the appropriate content 
of my articles is not helpful to furthering debate. 
One of the most striking aspects of this war was the 
president's tolerance of dissent in comparison to the 
treatment of domestic dissent during the Vietnam War. 
These are strange times when conservatives tolerate 
dissent and liberals try to stifle debate. I am coming to 
question whether I have been sufficiently attuned to 
freedom of speech concerns in my past articles on issues 
related to education. 
On that note, I finish my final contribution to The 
Al/edger. I am grateful for the opportunity to use this 
space and hope that more students will contribute next 
year. 
Expressing Fears and Prejudices on Bulletin Boards. 
By Bill Hoch 
Sunday, March 27, 1991, 5:30PM 
As I walk in the basement at BCLS, I glance at the 
news articles on the bulletin boards. Same old stuff. Wait 
a minute, here's something new. On one of the news 
articles, someone has scribbled FAG on the forehead of 
Joseph Steffan. The Navy expelled Steffan for being a 
gay man. 
I look again in disbelief. Right here in the open, some 
person has written FAG on the wall. As I walk away from 
the bulletin board, I am angry, amazed, and wounded. 
To be honest, I like it here at BCLS. I like the people. 
I certainly do not agree with everyone, but I respect most 
opinions and enjoy our· discussions. And one of you 
wrote FAG on that man's forehead. OK, maybe it was an 
undergrad, but how often do undergrads frequent the 
basement? Furthermore, this type of defacement has 
occurred before on the fourth floor, another place where 
I do not see undergrads. No, I am sure it was a law student. 
Maybe after a few drinks at bar review, the author's true 
talent leapt out and penned FAG. Maybe the author did 
not need a few drinks. 
It could be that this act was perpetrated by the same 
person who always writes in the bathrooms. This stuff 
exists all over the men's room. Bigots, sexists, and 
random jerks have always considered men's rooins to be . 
a safe haven where they can ruminate over just how B.C. 
women take it or what sort of torture gay men and 
lesbians should endure. All my life I've hoped to find a 
stall where I could relax with the newspaper and not be 
overwhelmed with this type of moronic philosophy. But 
I digress. 
I guess I should not be too shocked. You never hear 
terms like nigger, cunt, or kike in conversation at BCLS 
(at least I do not). Such terms are taboo in polite con-
versation. Fag and dike, however, can still be safely 
uttered. I am ashamed to say I hear them and seldom call 
the speaker on it. They can be spoken with almost no fear 
of retribution. But these words cause pain, they dehu-
manize and oppress. 
The words fag and dike oppress by limiting freedom 
of expression; for their venom causes people to hide 
themselves in fear. These terms dehumanize gay men and 
lesbians. While this in and of itself is despicable, a deeper 
evil occurs. For when we accept the dehumanization of 
any one group, we make it easier to dehumanize all 
minority groups. Finally these terms strike out violently 
and cause pain. And when one feels pain, we all feel pain. 
I am still shocked. 
But then it dawns on me. This is just an overt mani-
festation of what people of color, women, gay men, 
lesbians, bisexuals, and religious minorities feel every 
day. Let's be honest, the reason I am appalled is because 
people like myself seldom encounter prejudice. I am in 
the majority: the white, male, Protestant, heterosexual 
majority. (The only way I could be more in the majority 
is ifl approved of our president.) I do not have to deal with 
prejudice unless I so choose. Unfortunately, I seldom 
have the strength or courage to make that choice .. 
I guess I should thank our anonymous author. He or 
she has reminded me of a problem I too easily forget. No 
matter where I go, I will never escape prejudice and 
hatred, so I should start confronting it a bit more. BCLS 
does not exist in a vacuum. The animosity and ugliness 
in the rest of the world thrives here at BCLS. 
And so, although I shudder to say this because of the 
pain and anger you have caused, I must ask the author to 
keep it up. Tell us how you feel. Challenge us to agree and 
disagree. Tell us what you hate and fear. For we can only 
destroy our prejudices and overcome our fears when we 
confront them. 
But please, if you are to be effective, we must know 
who you are. If you are so confident in your opinions, do 
not hide yourself. For if you conceal your identity, people 
will dismiss you as a social aberration, a misfit, or an 
undergraduate. We can only truly challenge ourselves 
when we realize that you are one of us. Let's be honest, 
we both know who you are, and you are not a deviant. 
You are an average student, you are on law review, you 
are a professor, or maybe a dean. You are one of us and 
you are all of us. Do not allow us to dismiss you as a freak, 
for you are not. Be proud. Stand up. Let yourself be 
counted, so that we all can be counted. 
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UEaglettes Know Their Way Around the Court 
Led by 2L Priscilla Duffy (who cleverly had foot 
surgery after the first game, leaving her unable to play 
for the rest of the season), 2L Anne Robbins, and 3L 
Ellen Beckworth, a group of women from BCLS 
organized a basketball team this past winter. Funded in 
part by the LSA, the team competed in the North 
Suburban YMCA league in Woburn. The L'Eaglettes 
gained two stunning victories in their first season, both 
by way of intimidating the other teams into forfeiting t 
(proving once again that procedure can render substance 
irrelevant). 
The BCLS team faced' some hardships not shared 
by other teams in the league. As lL Katie D'Urso 
pointed-out, the zealous participation of some team 
members in Bar Review interfered with their balance 
at Saturday morning practices. In fact, 3L center 
Melanie Sommer admitted that hangover was a con-
stant factor in the team's rebounding performance, or 
lack thereof. The concentration and enthusiasm of 
thoselL'swhodidn'tfallpreytoBarReviewdwindled The BCLS Team (shown here with a trophy-not theirs). Back row, from left: Karen Wolff, Chris 
in the face of memos, exams and client counseling, and Kilduff, Rita Lu, Melanie Sommer. Front row, from left: Anne Robbins, Katie D'Urso, Naomi Biswas. 
3LKarenWolffconfessedthatshe,liketheother3L's, Too smart to show up for the picture: Ellen Beckworth, Mary Ann Dunham, Priscilla Duffy, Kara 
was battling unprecedented apathy and boredom from England, Donna Parisi. · 
the third year of law school. 
Although its record may not reflect it, the team Scru·m of the Earth 
improved steadily throughout the season, and it is 
already laying the groundwork needed to improve its 
record next season. For one thing, team members are 
searching for a league where at least some of the other 
teams are composed of exhausted and out-of-shape 
graduate students, as opposed to women who look like 
they spend all day in the gym. Rumor also has it that, 
upon her retirement from food services at the end of the 
school year, Mary the Lunch Lady will assume a full-
time position as the team's coach. Finally, the team is 
lobbying the admissions and financial aid offices to 
give special attention to all women applicants over six 
feet tall. Scott Toomey receives a pitch from Mark McAuliffe during a recent rugby practice. 
·Study with and pass. 
PIEPER NEW YORK-MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD. 
90 Willis Ave., Mineola, New York 11501 (516) 747-4311 
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BCLS Recycling Is Saving Trees, $$ 
By Mark A. Kablack 
The recycling effort at the law school, which has 
concentrated on white office paper recycling, is part of a 
school-wide volunteer effort to conserve natural resources, 
save landfill space, and develop a model for Boston 
College to use in developing future solid waste man-
agement programs. 
The current efforts are helping BC prepare for De-
cember 1994, when the state will ban the disposal of 
recyclable paper. The schoolwide effort began with the 
formation of a group known as The Recycling Effort for 
the Environment (T.R.E.E.). Steve Polasky, a professor 
in the Economics Department, was instrumental in 
founding T.R.E.E., and the group now consists of students, 
faculty and staff from different departments in Boston 
College. Here at the law school, recycling efforts have 
been conducted by the members of the Conservation 
Research Group (CRG). 
The paper recycling program began in the fall of 
1988. At the law school, there was one bin in the library 
and one in the computer center. Only a very small 
percentage of the tQtal amount of waste paper was being 
recycled and very few people knew of the program. 
Today, we have significantly expanded recycling 
operations. With the cooperative efforts of Buildings and 
Grounds Staff and CRG volunteers (Greg McLaughlin, 
Rory Valas, Chris Sundermeier, Craig Kelley, Deborah 
Morazzi, Chandra Patel, and Ann Kline) we developed 
the first localized paper collection system at Boston 
College. Blue wastebaskets were placed in many of the 
offices throughout Stuart Hall, and more of the larger 
recycling bins were distributed throughout various floors 
of Stuart and the library. As a result, recycling baskets are 
much more accessible, and we are collecting much more 
paper. When the wastebaskets are full, Buildings and 
Grounds empties them into the larger bins. Then, once a 
week the CRG volunteers bring the bins down to the 
loading dock where the paper is sorted in order to remove 
contaminants such as plastics and food. The paper is 
eventually combined wi_th paper from the other collec-
tion sites at Boston College and sold to a local recycler. 
Since starting the paper recycling program in 1989, 
T.R.E.E. and CRG have collected over 100,000 pounds 
of paper. This milestone was reached in February 1991 
and accounts for significant natural resource savings. To 
date, we have saved over 750 trees, 30,300 gallons of oil 
and 231 cubic yards of landfill space. We have also 
helped reduce air and water pollution. One source esti-
mates that paper recycling causes 74% less air pollution 
and 35% less water pollution than producing paper from 
virgin wood. 
It is both alarming ,and encouraging to note that all 
these milestones have been reached by rerouting only a 
small percentage of Boston College's total waste stream. 
A large part of all the waste generated at Boston College, 
like any academic institution, is office paper. However, 
even with our concentration on paper recycling, only a · 
fraction of the total paper waste is being recycled. Much 
more office paper can be recycled. Conservative estimates 
indicate that we can easily double our current weekly 
collections to two tons of paper with a minimal extension 
of effort and cooperation. Of course, other paper and non-
paper wastes such as cardboard, newspaper, metals and 
glass can also be recycled. For these extensions to occur, 
however, the administration at Boston College will need 
to become more involved. 
Money Earned 
Recycling not only saves trees, energy and landfill 
space, it also can generate and save money. The white 
office paper we collect is sold for $40 per ton on the 
recycling market. These funds have helped cover all our 
start-up expenses and have covered salaries for work-
study students who coordinate the recycling program on 
main campus. This direct benefit from recycling white 
paper is one incentive. Unfortunately, other materials 
such as cardboard and newspaper do not command an 
attractive price on the recycling market. For these other 
recyclable materials you need to consider the secondary 
benefits for the profit motive to work. 
Secondary economic benefits of recycling include 
the cost-avoidance factors. For example, a waste hauler 
pays anywhere between $70 and $100 per ton of waste 
when it is dumped into a landfill or incinerator. These 
costs are referred to as "tipping fees," and, of course, they 
have risen dramatically over the past years as a result of 
the environmental constraints involved with waste dis-
posal. The new state regulations, which provide stricter 
guidelines for waste facilities, will more than likely cause 
tipping fees to rise. Waste haulers, such as BFI, pass this 
cost on to the waste generators, such as Bostbn College, 
when waste contracts are negotiated. When wastes which 
normally are hauled to a landfill or incinerator are re-
cycled, the_ tipping fees are avoided. Thus, for every ton 
of paper, metal, and glass recycled, the school could save 
approximately $70 to $100. This is called cost-avoidance. 
When you think of the sheer volume of waste that Boston 
College produces, cost-avoidance can be considerable, 
and all forms of recycling can become economically 
attractive. 
Unfortunately, Boston College's current waste con-
tract is a set fee contract. Boston College's costs do not 
go down or up based upon the amount of waste it 
generates. The school cannot realize the cost-avoidance 
benefit of recycling, and this remains an obstacle to 
getting the administration more involved in a formal, 
expanded recycling program. 
We have been actively negotiating with the admin-
istration to consider cost-avoidance factors in its new 
waste contract. Fortunately, the school's existing contract 
expires this summer, and the school is now seriously 
considering a "Request For Proposals" that includes a 
broad-based recycling element. If a recycling contract is 
signed this summer, we can expect to see a dramatically 
refined waste management program throughout the school 
as early as next fall. The details of such an expanded 
program (whether volunteers will be involved or Buildings 
and Grounds Staff, whether the school or the waste hauler 
will separate trash, and whether recyclables will be 
collected in all buildings) remain to be negotiated. 
To a large extent, T.R.E.E. and CRG have already 
achieved one of their main objectives-to get the Boston 
College administration to realize that recycling is practi-
cal and economical as well as environmentally sound. If 
the the school adds a recycling component to its next 
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